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WORKSHEET 8 • Focus and Interest Areas

Many families choose to focus some or all of their giving on selected issue areas, populations or 

locations in an effort to make more of a difference and gain greater control over the giving process. 

Others elect to keep their giving options open-ended so they can respond to arising needs and 

diverse interests within their family. For many families, combining the two approaches encourages 

the greatest involvement of all family members. Determine which approach will work for you.

1. Interests and Passions:

Are there any issues, causes, places or populations that you care about deeply? Consider the 

following questions to uncover your philanthropic passions:

•  What outrages or angers you about the status quo?

•  What inspires you about what is possible for the future?

•  Has any event, individual or organization moved or touched you in a significant way?

•  Have you had an intense personal or family experience with an issue or cause?

•  Do you have a desire to honour a family member or close friend?

•  Are you currently involved in an issue or organization in which you can imagine becoming 

more deeply engaged?

2. Issue Areas:

How interested are you in funding each of the following issues or populations?

PLEASE RATE THEM, WITH 1 BEING NOT INTERESTED TO 5 BEING VERY INTERESTED

 Addiction

 Adult learning

 Aging populations

 Animal welfare

 Arts 

 Children & families

 Citizen engagement

 Community development

 Conservation

 Disaster relief

 Domestic violence

  Early childhood 

development

 Education

 Employment & training

 Environment

 Faith

 Food security

 LGBTQ rights

 Health-specific disease

 Health care

 Heritage

 Housing 

 Human rights

  Immigrant newcomers’ 

inclusion

 Indigenous rights

 International development

 Literacy

 Mental health

 Peace

 Persons with disabilities

 Post-secondary learning

 Poverty

 Safety

 Science & technology

 Recreation

 Violence prevention

 Women’s rights

 Youth 

 Other

FOCUS, VISION AND MISSION
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3. Finding a Family Focus:

Determining focus area(s) for the family is usually the result of a process of identifying shared family 

passions and interests. Some of the ways that you can accommodate very different family interests 

follow. Which of these might work for your family?

CHECK ALL THAT MIGHT APPLY

 Find the intersection of different interest areas

 Choose multiple focus areas that reflect different family interests

 Plan to shift focus periodically (no less than 3–5 years)

 Allocate separate resources for individual and family giving

 Experiment with one focused project for a portion of the giving

 Other 

4. Individual/Family Balance

To what degree would you like the family philanthropy to serve individual interests versus shared 

family interests? Which of the following options are you considering?

CHECK ONE

 All of the giving will be devoted to shared family interests

 All of the giving will reflect individual interests of family members

 The giving will be a mix of shared family interests and individual interests

What percentage will you devote to individual versus shared interests?

  10/90  25/75  50/50  Other

5. Geography

CHECK ALL THAT APPLY

All/most of the grants should:

 Go to the community in which the family was raised

 Go to the communities where family members currently reside

 Be focused on

 I am interested in international giving

 Geography is not an important factor

 

In looking at all of the issues delineated above, keep in mind that there are no right 

and wrong answers to the questions. In addition, as you work together, you may find 
that periodically you want to adjust how and where you are giving.

FOCUS, VISION AND MISSION


