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Eva’s message

The Lesson 
of the Heron
Recently, on a hike, my friend said, 
“Look, there’s a heron!” I craned my 
neck to see. I followed her pointing 
finger. I looked and looked, up and 
down, farther to the left, then farther to 
the right. I moved closer to her vantage 
point. Finally, I saw it, in all its elegance, 
perched atop a log on the edge of the 
lake. Truly a thing of beauty. 

Despite being 19 months and count-
ing into the challenges of a global pan-
demic, there is still much beauty in our 
community. In this issue, you will meet 
people passionate about giving back 
to community, each in their own way. 
You will learn about a new playground 
designed to advance reconciliation. 
You will be inspired by organizations 
that used a pandemic recovery grant to 

In the spirit of reconciliation, the Calgary Foundation acknowledges that we live, work and play on the traditional territories of 

the Blackfoot Confederacy (Siksika, Kainai, Piikani), the Tsuut’ina, the Îyâxe Nakoda (Stoney Nakoda) Nations, the Métis Nation 

(Region 3) and all people who make their homes in the Treaty 7 region of Southern Alberta.
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works to advance its mission. Con-
necting has been difficult these past 19 
months and, for many, the isolation has 
fueled mental health challenges. With 
isolation also comes increased polar-
ization on many burning issues facing 
our community today. No one individual 
will solve the big challenges we face, 
but a collaboration of many sharing 
different perspectives, grounded in 
compassion, might.

Each of us has a different vantage 
point on life, shaped by our different or-
igins and different life experiences. As 
a result, we see different things and see 
things differently. When I finally saw the 
heron, it occurred to me — what if I tried 
as hard to see what another sees, what if 
we all did, then we might together build 
better creative solutions.

Enjoy reading about the many cre-
ative solutions delivered by organiza-
tions that serve community.  

Eva Friesen
President & CEO,
Calgary Foundation
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recreate and emerge better than before. 
You will discover how three different 
organizations are working for a more 
sustainable future, from eco clubs in 
schools, to saving farm bats, to growing 
food on Piikani Nation. 

$66.9 million was granted into 
community by Calgary Foundation last 
year. That is made possible by all the 
gifts to community made by Calgarians 
since inception. And since inception, 
more than $705 million has flowed to 
community. Calgary Foundation’s busi-
ness model is simple: 

What the founders imagined is 
happening — “Addressing needs they 
could not imagine and helping people 
they would never meet.” That’s a beau-
tiful thing!

Building community connections 
is one of the ways Calgary Foundation 
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Kerry Longpré had a passion  
for life and a passion for people.
Compelling, curious and compassionate, Kerry amassed 
many achievements and accolades and was widely admired 
for her wisdom, insightful leadership and dedication to serv-
ing others. As a community builder, she excelled in leading 
Calgary Foundation’s communications team for 16 years.

Kerry was also one of the owners of Sandpiper Book-
store, one of Calgary’s most beloved independent booksell-
ers, and a founding board member of Wordfest — one of 
Canada’s premier literary festivals.

Kerry’s passion for encouraging literacy, belief in freedom 
to read without censorship and love for creativity and the 
written word lives on through Wordfest’s Building Community 
One Book at A Time, supported by the Kerry Longpré Fund 
at the Calgary Foundation.

“  We are so grateful to Wordfest for suggesting the 
Building Community One Book at a Time program as the 
perfect project to recognize Kerry's role as a community 
builder and cultural catalyst. Kerry's love of reading — 
and passion for sharing great works and discussing bold 
ideas — is so key to her character and will always be 
remembered by those who knew and loved her.” 
—The family of Kerry Longpré 

Kerry Longpré 1947 - 2019

Kerry’s Cause

Building Community  
One Book at a Time 

This monthly series asks a community advocate or 
influencer to share their own curated list of books sup-
porting central themes spanning a wide range of areas 
and interests. From these lists, one author is invited to 
participate in a special literary event for the month. 
Examples from the 2021 series include: 

• Heather Campbell: Black History Month

• Esmahan Razavi: International Women's Day

• Julie Van Rosendaal: Home Cooks

• David A. Robertson: Residential Schools

• Druh Farrell: Engaged Citizens

• Kevin Allen: Pride Queer Reading History

 
The series will continue into 2022. 
More info at:  wordfest.com/2021/community-bookstore/
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The Community Knowledge Centre connects Calgarians 
to hundreds of local charities and not-for-profits, making  
it easy to support the causes you care about most. 

Visit     ckc.calgaryfoundation.org    to learn more.
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